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This invention relates to a novel yard and garden tool
and one of the important objects contemplated hcrcip is
the provision of such a tool adapted particularly for chk-
ing up foreign objects in a yard or garden such as sticks,
stones, small branches, bottle caps, cigarette butts, paper
and many similar items.

Another object of this invention is to provide a tool of
the above class in which a clam shell type gripping means
is utilized so that this tool can be effective in picking up
items of metal, wood or the like that cannot be satisfac-
torily handled by the pointed stick tool which is in com-
mon use for gathering debris from yards and gardens.

A further object is to provide such a tool as charac-
terized which includes a movable gripping element easily
operable by one hand of a user so that this tool can be
efficiently and effectively used either from a standing or
walking position or from a sitting position such as may
be the case when operating a riding power lawn mower.

Other objects herein include the provision of a most
novel and ustful 'yard and garden tool that is simple in
structure, durable in construction, economical to manu-
facture and exceedingly efficient for its intended purpose.

To attain these objects and such further objects as may
appear herein, or be bereinafter pointed out, reference
is made to the accompanying drawings forming a part
hereof, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of this tool being used
by an operator,

FIG. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of
this new tool,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of this tool showing the
position of the parts thereof for initially engaging an ob-
ject to be picked up,

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but showing the
parts in securing position after an object has been en-
gaged, and

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of
the giround engaging portion of this tool in position for
engaging an object.

Referring to the drawings, an elongated shank 10 is
prefeiably in the form of a suitable rigid tubular member
for minimum weight but may be in the form of bar or
rod material if desired, and preferably includes 2 hand
grip 12 of rubber or the like secured at the upper end
portion 14.

Mounted on sbank 10 are two like complementary ma-
terial engaging members 16 and 18 which are preferably
disc-shaped and also are preferably dished as shown in
FIG. 2 so that in their cooperative relationship as will be
described, they define a clamshell-like assembly with
member 16 being the upper unit and member 18 being
the Jower unit.

The members 16 and 18 are each provided with the
respective axial openings 20 and 22 which are slightly
oversized relative to' the diameter of shank 10 and in-
clude the respective concentric annular collars or bear-
ing members 24 and 26 that project axially outwardly
from the respective convex outer surfaces of members 16
and 18. Tbe Jower clamshell unit portion 18 is anchored
to shank 10 against Jongitudipal movement thereon by
means of a cotter pin 28 extending transvetsely through
collar 26 and the lower end portion of shank 10 as seen
in FIGS. 2 and 5. Tbe upper unit 16 is freely slidable
on shank 10 intermediate unit 18 and the grip 12 which
serve as respective stops therefor. Each upit 16 and 18,
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because of the size of the respective openings 20 and 22,
are afforded a slight amount of play relative to sbank 10

so that in their position shown io FIG. 2, tbey are self- .

aligning in complementary juxtaposition.

With this new tool construcied and arranged as de-
scribed, it can be used by an operator 30 eitber in a stand-
ing position as represented in FIG. 1 or in a sitting posi-
tion (not shown) such as when riding a power mower, for
example. For use of this 1ool, grip or bandle 12 is grasped
in one hand and the upper unit 16 may be eitber manually
pulled to a position adjacent grip 12, or preferably, shank
10 is merely elevated so that unit 18 is higher than grip

12 and unit 16 will then slide by gravity toward grip 12
which serves as a stop therefor. With vnit 16 thus ads

jacent grip 12, it is temporarily beld or restrained mérely
by the operator engaging it with one of his fingers.
At this point, this tool is used similarly to a rake agaiust

any object to be picked up or retrieved such as sticks,
small stones or rocks, paper debris, small branches, bot- =
tle caps, cigaretie butts and the like designated generally *

by the numeral 32, and when a portion of the perimeter
of the lower unit 18 has been engaged with apy such ob-
ject 32, the upper unit 16 is releaséd to fall by gravity into
Tegistering position with unit 18 whereby object 32 is
either secured between the edges of units 16 and 18 or,
in the case.of small objects particularly, is trapped within
the interior of the clamshel] structure thus formed.

The position of units 16 and 18 will remain as shown
in FIG. 2 as long as shank 10 is not elevated above a
horizontal plane and thus the trapped object 32 can be
transported 1o any desired point of deposit where a suffi-
cient elevation of shank 10 will permit unit 16 to free
slide away from unit 18 and allow object 32 to fall out.

This may, of course, be done over a container, into a re- ~

fuse pile or into the other hand of the operator. -
" This tool as described- has proved to be most useful

in recovering foreign objects in fiower gardens and around -

bushes, as well as on open stretches of ground. It is also
particularly useful in removing objects from the path of
a riding mower where the operator can effect ‘such re-
moval without leaving his seat. Since the object 32 is
embraced rather than pierced as some tools of this type
require, it will be appreciated that the character of the
object 32, such as paper, metal, wood or stone, is im-
material to the effectiveness of this new tool.

By loosely mounting units 16 and 18 op sbank 10 as

described, they are self-aligning when in contact with each .

otber (FIG. 2) and thus assures a more secure grip on or
enclosure for any object 32, However, unit 18 may be
securely affixed to shank 10, if desired, but experience
bas shown that when this is done, such unit tends to be-
come bent or sprung so as not to register with unit 16
as satisfactorily as when loosely affixed although it will
operate as described, albeit ot as efficiently.

It will be understood that the phraseology employed
herein is for the purpose of description and not for
limitation and that modifications and changés in the con-
struction and arrangement of this invention can be made
within the scope of wbat js claimed, without depart-
ing from the spirit and purpose thereof. It is thus ine
tended to cover by the claims, any modified forms of
structure or mechanical equivalents which may be reason-
ably included within their scope.

I claim: :

1. A yard and garden too! comprising:

an eloggated shark baving a top znd bottom end,

a first material engaging member wobbly secured at

the bottom end of said shank,

a second malerial engaging member freely slidably ar-

ranged on said shbank above said first material en-
gaging member,
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the top end of said shank adapted to be gripped by the
hand of an operator,

said second material engaging member being slidable
on said shank toward the top end thereof either man-
vally or by gravity by elevating the bottom end of
said shank and being temporarily restrained at the
top end of said shank only by the hand of an op-
erator,

" said first material engaging member adapted for use

similarly to a rake for engaging an object,

with an object so engaged, said second material en-
gaging member being released to slide by gravity on
said shank into abutting contact with said first ma-
terial engaging member so as to secure said object
therebetween for the purpose of removal to & point
of deposit, and

said material engaging members being separable so
as to release a secured object by e]evaung said shank
so that said second material engagmg member slides
on suid shank. [} «

2. A yard and garden tool comprising:

an elongated shank having a top and bottom end,

a first disc member concentrically but wobbly attached
to the bottom end of said shank,

a second disc member slidably concentrically arranged
on said shank above said first disc member,
a stop member near the top end of said shank to limit
the movement of said second disc in one direction,
said second disc member capable of being restrained
only by manual engagement near the top end of said
shank,

said first disc member being mancuverable like a rake
50 that its perimeter will engage an object, and

with the first disc member at a lower plape than the
second disc member and engaged with an object,
the manual release of said second disc member per-
mits it to slide by gravity on said shank into juxta-
position with said first disc member so as to secure
said object therebetween,
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3. A device as defined in claim 2 in which:
said disc members are of like diameter, and

said second disc member is loosely arranged on said
shank so that sgid disc members are self-aligning in
complementary relationship when said second disc
““member moves into juxtaposition with said first disc

member,
4. A yard and garden tool comprising:
an clongated shank having a top and bottom end,

a first disc member concentrically but wobbly attached

to the bottom end of said shank,

8 second disc member slidably and wobbly concen-
trically ararnged on said shank above said first disc

member,

a hand grip member at the top end of said shank and

serving also to limit the movement of said second
disc in one direction,

said second disc member capable of being restrained
only by manual cngagement near (he top end of said
shznk,

said first disc member bexng mancuverab]e like a rake
to engage an object, and

with the first disc member at a lower plane than the
second disc member and engaged with an object,
the manual release of said second disc member per-
mils it to slide by gravity on said shank into juxita-
position with said first disc member so as to secure
said object therebetween.
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